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The 1980s

- formation of Browar Blues Band, Blue Express, Deszcz
- performing in the region and at the festivals in Poland
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Browar Blues Band

Deszcz

The beginnings of blues in Suwałki



The 1990s 

- formation of Night Come, Kawa z Deszczem
- participation in various blues festivals and competitions (Rawa Blues Festival, 
Olsztyn Blues Nights, Toruń Blues Meeting, Bluesiada, Kraśnik Blues Meeting)
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Night Come

Kawa z deszczem



Years 2000 - 2006 

- concerts at the clubs and during open-air international music events
- the Chip Jordan & Voodoo Soup group is established as a result of cooperation 
between musicians from Suwałki and the American guitarist Chip Jordan, who 
lived in Lithuania for several years
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Kawa z deszczem

Chip Jordan & Voodoo Soup (USA/PL)



Year 2007 

- „In the circle of blues" music festival, cooperation with the city of 
Notodden within the Innovation Circle’s project and with partners from 
Lithuania (Alytus, Druskininkai and Vilnius)
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Kawa z deszczem
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL 2008
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Jeremy Spencer & Trond Ytterbø Band (UK/NO), SBF 2008



SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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JOE BONAMASSA (USA) BILLY F. GIBBONS (USA) WARREN HAYNES (USA)                     

ERIC BURDON & THE ANIMALS (USA/UK)  GINGER BAKER (UK)                           

KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD (USA)  DOYLE BRAMHAL II (USA)                  

GLENN HUGHES (UK)  COCO MONTOYA (USA)  TEN YEARS AFTER (UK) 

THE ORIGINAL BLUES BROTHERS BAND (USA)  

ROONIE BAKER BROOKS (USA)  LUCKY PETERSON (USA)   

MAVIS STAPLES (USA)  BUDDY WHITTINGTON (USA) OTIS TAYLOR (USA)                            

JOE LOUIS WALKER (USA) ALLMAN BETTS BAND (USA) CHRIS FARLOWE (UK)    

THE BLUES BAND (UK) JAMES BLOOD ULMER (USA) CANNED HEAT (USA)                           

VANILLA FUDGE (USA) THE YARDBIRDS (UK) JEREMY SPENCER (UK) 

MICK TAYLOR (UK)  ANA POPOVIC (SR)  CHRIS DUARTE (USA)                         

ERIC GALES (USA) JULIAN SAS (NL) 

...and many more



SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL 2009

Joe Bonamassa (USA), SBF 2009



- 2 main open-air stages in the city centre
- 2 open-air smaller stages in the city centre
- indoor concerts
- workshops for young musicians
- some activities for children
- exhibitions
- OPENBLUES open-air stage for everyone
- concert on a mobile platform, motorcycle parade and happening in the city   
centre

- over 40 bands and almost 250 musicians each year
- artists from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Denmark, Norway, Finland, 
Sweden, Germany, Austria, France, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, Greece, Hungary, Romania, England, Ireland, Serbia, Nederlands, USA, 
Canada, Argentina, Brasil, Russia, Belarus and more
- tourists from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Sweden, Norway, Germany and USA
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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Kawa z deszczem

SUWAŁKI 
– the city of blues

Suwałki Blues Festival welcomes you 
from the south ... and farewells from the north
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Kawa z deszczem

SUWAŁKI 
- the city of blues

Blues Stars Alley

The Mural

Bluesman Bench
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL



CDs / PHOTO ALBUMS 
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL



AWARDS
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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NOTODDEN BLUES FESTIVAL, Notodden, NO
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BAY CAR BLUES FESTIVAL, Grande-Synthe, FR
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ALYTUS BLUES CLUB, Alytus, LT
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EUROPEAN BLUES UNION, Brussels, BE
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SUWAŁKI BLUES FAN CLUB

- since 2018
- blues concerts at the clubs
- music workshops for young musicians
- meetings for Blues Fan Club members
- presentations of the history of blues 
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Other blues atractions
in the city

- blues concerts at the clubs and restaurants: Ogród Letni ROZMARINO,
Na Starówce, Warka, Bar Polski, OPEN Suwalszczyzna, Browar Północny
- concerts during ’Zaduszki Bluesowe’ held annualy on All Saints’ Day (1.11)
- concerts as part of cooperation with ’ Twój Blues ’ magazine
- concerts in memory of Tadeusz Nalepa - father of Polish blues
- jazz and blues concerts performed by famous Polish and foreign artists
- concerts of local blues bands
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Suwałki Blues Festival
and changes in the city

- new hotels (including *** hotels)
- more and more famous local sponsors (almost 30% of the festival's budget)
- new restaurants and clubs
- more tourists = more money for the city budget
- development of new infrastructure
- city more recognizable and known in Poland
- the festival as a brand itself attracting investors



Suwałki Blues Festival 
in numbers

40
BANDS

3
STAGES

- openair

4
DAYS 

of blues

300
ARTISTS

20 000
BLUES 
FANS

5
CLUBS
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Suwałki Blues Festival 

SURVEY
2016 and 2019
comparinsons
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The most effective promotional action is…
internet and radio - 54% of respondents, 2016
outdoor and radio - 61% of respondents, 2019
This is my first time here
25% of respondents, 2016
15% of respondents, 2019

I came just for 1 day
12% of respondents, 2016
4% of respondents, 2019 

In my view, the programme is very good
51% of respondents, 2016
82% of respondents, 2019
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Suwałki Blues Festival 

SURVEY
2016 and 2019
comparinsons
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I am staying at:
Hotel, camping      50%, 2016        vs          44%, 2019
At friends 11%, 2016         vs          18%, 2019
I’m from here 20%, 2016         vs          38%, 2019
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14th edition
SUWAŁKI BLUES FESTIVAL 2021

• Suwałki Culture Centre has received a grant of over 354 445,63 Euro for 
SBF 2021

• a special edition dedicated to our Polish and Norwegian cooperation
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THE END

Sources: SOK Archives, SBF Archives, 
fot. Shutterstock, www.hotelloft.pl, 
www.hotelvelvet.pl, www.hotel-
szyszko.pl,  www.greenvelo.pl, 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Please join us this year

8-11 July 2021

http://www.hotelloft.pl/
http://www.hotelvelvet.pl/
http://www.hotel-szyszko.pl/
http://www.greenvelo.pl/

