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The beginnings of blues in Suwatki

The 1980s

- formation of Browar Blues Band, Blue Express, Deszcz
- performing in the region and at the festivals in Poland

BLUE EXPRESS”

(S
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The 1990s

- formation of Night Come, Kawa z Deszczem

- participation in various blues festivals and competitions (Rawa Blues Festival,
Olsztyn Blues Nights, Torun Blues Meeting, Bluesiada, Krasnik Blues Meeting)

Kawa z deszczem

Night Come




Years 2000 - 2006

- concerts at the clubs and during open-air international music events
- the Chip Jordan & Voodoo Soup group is established as a result of cooperation

between musicians from Suwatki and the American guitarist Chip Jordan, who
lived in Lithuania for several years
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Year 2007

- ,In the circle of blues" music festival, cooperation with the city of

Notodden within the Innovation Circle’s project and with partners from
Lithuania (Alytus, Druskininkai and Vilnius)

P  Nusic Festival
nthe circle of blues’

i

Suwalki - circle of blues

0 Suwuld, 0 fown of 70,000 Rure Projects. Aot only conoaming e bluss

 Bven
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www.innovationcircle.net

Platek (2.03)

1430-15.00 prezentacia | - Bogdan Topotski (Suwaki)
« Srodowisko bluesowe w Suwatkach ~ historia | teradniepodl™
15.00-16.00 prezentacia Il - Trond Yiterbe (Notodden, Norwegia)
- Historia nuchu bluesowego w Norwegi™
16.30-17.30 prezentacis ll - Aleksandr Beftin | Virgius Jutas (Wikso, Litwa)
« Hatoria bluesa na Litwie « 2espoly bluesowe, festwale. drodownko bluesowe™
19.00-21.00 honcert zespolow Zaproszonycit
Shiver Blues Band (Polska)
Chip Jordan (USA) & VooDoo Soup
Belkin & Jutas Duo (LUtwa)
21,00-22.00 jam sessi0n

Sobota (3.03)
14.30-15.00 otwarcie wystawy Blues w Sewalkach - Nstoria | Obecnost™
15.00-16.00 prezentacis IV - Josten Forsberg (Notodden. Norwegia)

= Jak zorganizowat dobry festiwal bluesowy?™ i Jak poméc rarwnac ruch bluesowy w Suwatach?™
16.30-17.00 prezentacia V - Chip Jordan (USA)

= Muzytng wipGipraca miediy muzykam bluesowym 2 USA | 2 pafistw reponu Morza Baltyckiego™
19.00-21.00 Koncert zespokdw zaprossonych

Night Come (Poiska)

Chip Jordan (USA) & VooDoo Soup

Trond Ytterbs (Norwepa)
21.00-22.00 jaem session

Prezentacje: Regionalrry Odrodek Kultury i Sztuki, sala granatowa, ul. T. Nonlewicza 71
Wystawa: galeria .Na marmurach”, ROKIS, | pigtro
Koncerty | jam session: Restauracia na Starbwee. ul. Chiodna 2

wstep wolny
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL 2008

Jeremy Spencer & Trond Ytterbg Band (UK/NO), SBF 2008
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[ Innovation Circle Network

SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL

JOE BONAMASSA (USA) BILLY F. GIBBONS (USA) WARREN HAYNES (USA)
ERIC BURDON & THE ANIMALS (USA/UK) GINGER BAKER (UK)
KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD (USA) DOYLE BRAMHAL II (USA)
GLENN HUGHES (UK) COCO MONTOYA (USA) TEN YEARS AFTER (UK)
THE ORIGINAL BLUES BROTHERS BAND (USA)

ROONIE BAKER BROOKS (USA) LUCKY PETERSON (USA)

MAVIS STAPLES (USA) BUDDY WHITTINGTON (USA) OTIS TAYLOR (USA)
JOE LOUIS WALKER (USA) ALLMAN BETTS BAND (USA) CHRIS FARLOWE (UK)
THE BLUES BAND (UK) JAMES BLOOD ULMER (USA) CANNED HEAT (USA)
VANILLA FUDGE (USA) THE YARDBIRDS (UK) JEREMY SPENCER (UK)
MICK TAYLOR (UK) ANA POPOVIC (SR) CHRIS DUARTE (USA)

ERIC GALES (USA) JULIAN SAS (NL)

...and many more
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL

P = = ]
Blues jest kobieta
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL

nat tygodaic
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL 2009

Joe Bonamassa (USA), SBF 2009
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL

- 2 main open-air stages in the city centre

- 2 open-air smaller stages in the city centre

- indoor concerts

- workshops for young musicians

- some activities for children

- exhibitions

- OPENBLUES open-air stage for everyone

- concert on a mobile platform, motorcycle parade and happening in the city
centre

- over 40 bands and almost 250 musicians each year

- artists from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Denmark, Norway, Finland,

Sweden, Germany, Austria, France, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Italy, Spain,

Portugal, Greece, Hungary, Romania, England, Ireland, Serbia, Nederlands, USA,

Canada, Argentina, Brasil, Russia, Belarus and more

- tourists from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Sweden, Norway, Germany and USA

© Suwalki Blues Festival 2021 1 2



SUWALKI

— the city of blues { innovation circe Netwerk

Suwalki Blues Festival welcomes you
from the south

... and farewells from the north
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SUWALKI

- the city of blues { innovation circe Netwerk

Bluesman Bench

The Mural
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL

© Suwatki Blues Festival 2021 16



SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL
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SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL

AWARDS
filmat P

Wyréznienie
w honkursie

Podlaska Marka
Roku 2008

kategoria PRZEDSIEWZIECIE

AWARD
FOR THE BEST PROMOTION OF CULTURAL EVENTS
of 12th FilmAT Film, Art & Tourism Festival

o
“Cata prawda o Suwatkach”

l Suwalski Osrodek Kultury

Suwalki Blues
Festival

Regionalny Oirodeh
Kultary i Setuki
0 Suiathack

.Najlopszy Produkt Jurystyczny
Wojowddztwa Podighkiego 2010

. 8 e

Podiasko Marka Roku - wyrcinieni w ktegort Blues Top 2008 kwartolnika .Twd] Blues” - wydarrente ok

Proedsiqwigcie Roku 2
P Wyrdmenie
] Prezesa
= qodlaskjej Regionalnej Organizacsi Turystycznej

Najlepszy Produkt Turystyczny 2009

Urzgd Micjskj w Swwalkpch onsz ROXJS

Najtepszy Produkt Turys tyc 2ny Wo jewddz two Podiaskiego 2010

Pod asiie] Reg lonoinej Orgarizaqf! Lystycene

Organtzal Turystycne)

KATEGORIA WYDARZINIE

od

zatanie kulturalne

SUWALKI
BLUES FESTIVAL

w kategori

Suwalkj Blues Festival Podiasks Marks Roky - nagrodo w kotegorl]  — s |

Wydarzenie Roku 2016 E

Turystyczny 2009 -
Organizacy Turystycznej

H
Widczaia Jacwingdw 2009 - n

Prezyderta Suwa

Bues Top 2012 bwartelniko Jwdy Blues™

- wydr reie roku

Predsigwzigcie kulturalne o umane] renomie. tworzg-

lLaskiego - wy by
w Blofymstoky 20 2015 rok
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BLUES BL(I)EKELE LUALTER TROLIT.
ROBERT RANDOLPH

& THE FAMILY BAND

FEATURING SACRED STEEL (us)
BILLETTER

NOTODDEN BLUES FESTIVAL, Notodden, NO

issenal - TEITIMY CASTRA BAND.

LONNIE BROOKS BLUES BAND

WITH WAYNE BAKER BROOKS (US)

WOMEN WHOCOOK  JOSEPHZIGABOD" MODELSTE e sz

TG JANIVAMAGNESS.  BIGBANG'SBYSTEINGRENI, NIKOLAIEILERTSEN, ERIC SARDINAS
THORNETTADAVISEROBNROGERS(US)  ERIK HOLM & DAVID WALLUMRED (US/NO) &PBIGMOTOR®S)

DANAFUCHSBANDws [TIGHTY SAM MECCLAINes DOWNCHILD..,

FLESH CREEP (PL) / STINA STENERUD (NO) / VETRHUS BLUESBAND (NO) / SPIDER (NO) / ROBERT TAYLOR BAND (US/NO) / LINE KASA & OLAV TORGEIR KOPSLAND (N
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CAROLINA CHOCOLATE DROPS (US) / JIMMY JOHNSON (US) / NICK MOSS & THE FLIP TOPS (US) / TAD ROBINSON (US) / RITA ENGEDALEN (NO) / NORA JEAN BRUSO £
EARL THOMAS (US) / WENTUS BLUES BAND (F)/ TERRY LEHNS (C) / DAMER 1 BLUES (0) / SPOONFUL OF BLUES (10) / MARGIT BAKKEN BAND (NO) / BILLY T BAND (0) &
NO) | BIG DEZ () / JT LAURITSEN & BUCKSHOT HUNTERS W, BILLY GIESON (USAO) / EGIDIO “JUKE" INGALA BAND TA) / TIM LOTHAR & PETER NANDE () &
TROND YTTERBO & RUNAR BOYESEN' BLUES FOLK & ROCK ¥ ROLL REVUE () / TEXAS TWISTERS (N0) / JOLLY JUMPER & BIG MOE (10) / KNUT HEM & TERJE KINN (X0) &
2
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Innovation Circle Network
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ALYTUS BLUES CLUB, Alytus, LT

201908 03 18-24 VAL.
ALYTAUS ROTUSES AIKSTEJE

"
%ﬁl(z""’

rugséjo 30 d., iy

penktadienj, T

CROSS B. BAND &
LEPPELINIANS

ANDY ABROBAND | . | £ 9
LITHUANIAN BLUES ORCHESTRA
ARINA; VETO BANK




EUROPEAN BLUES UNION, Brussels, BE

POD INAKIEM BLUESA

PIERWSZE MISTRZOSTWA EUROPY ZESPOLOW BLUESOWYCH ODBYLY SIfl W BEALINIE W POLOWIE MARCA. ZWYCIGZYLI
REPAEZENTANCI NORWEGH, KTORYCH DEOZIEMY MOGLI ZOBACZYC 1 USLYSZEC W LIPCU PODCZAS SUWALSKIEGO FE-
STIWALU. MUZYCZNYM ZUAGANIOM TOWARZYSZYLA WYSTAWA, PROMUJACA NAJWIEKSZE | NAJWAZNIEISZE WYDARZE
NA BLUESOWE ORAZ KONFERENC.A EUROPEJSKIE) UNI BLUESA. SUWALXI BLUES FESTIVAL | JEGO ORGANIZATOR AE
GIONALNY O$ROOEX KULTURY | SZTUK) 00 UBIEGLEGO ROKU ZASILAJA JEJ SKLAD.

£2 W EUROPEISKIE] RODZINIE BLUESA
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SUWALKI BLUES FAN CLUB _

- since 2018

- blues concerts at the clubs

- music workshops for young musicians
- meetings for Blues Fan Club members
- presentations of the history of blues

SUWAEKS
BLUES

’ FESTIVAL

\ﬂrva'mh-uu» "
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Other blues atractions
in the city

- blues concerts at the clubs and restaurants: Ogrod Letni ROZMARINO,

Na Starowce, Warka, Bar Polski, OPEN Suwalszczyzna, Browar Potnocny

- concerts during ‘Zaduszki Bluesowe’ held annualy on All Saints’ Day (1.11)
- concerts as part of cooperation with ' Twoj Blues ' magazine

- concerts in memory of Tadeusz Nalepa - father of Polish blues

- jazz and blues concerts performed by famous Polish and foreign artists

- concerts of local blues bands

© Suwatki Blues Festival 2021 24



Suwatki Blues Festival
and changes in the city _

- new hotels (including *** hotels)

- more and more famous local sponsors (almost 30% of the festival's budget)
- new restaurants and clubs

- more tourists = more money for the city budget

- development of new infrastructure

- city more recognizable and known in Poland
- the festival as a brand itself attracting investors

=‘ w=w

)‘ w \<'w.- CERLME)

— |

% SSALAG @ RESQ Qf EURO-LOCKS mmaw:‘-

‘Rozmaﬂﬁe) @%yﬁﬁ @W» velvet

SSSSSSS

hotel & re:




Suwaltki Blues Festival _

in numbers
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Suwaltki Blues Festival

SURVEY
2016 and 2019
comparinsons

The most effective promotional action is...
internet and radio - 54% of respondents, 2016
outdoor and radio - 61% of respondents, 2019

This is my first time here
25% of respondents, 2016
15% of respondents, 2019

I came just for 1 day
12% of respondents, 2016
4% of respondents, 2019

In my view, the programme is very good
51% of respondents, 2016

82% of respondents, 2019




Suwaltki Blues Festival _

SURVEY
2016 and 2019
comparinsons

I am staying at:

Hotel, camping 50%, 2016 VS 449, 2019
At friends 11%, 2016 VS 18%, 2019
I'm from here 20%, 2016 VS 38%, 2019




I
\
EE|

l{\V\‘/(‘\\LK
1
LY

| AM TRULY SORRY TO INFORM YOU THAT DUE TO ONGOING
CORONAVIRUS / COVID - 19 PANDEMIC CRISIS
AND IN THE FACE OF SUWALKI MUNICIPALITY’S ADMINISTRATIVE
> DECISIONS, FOR THE SAFETY OF CITIZENS AND GUESTS
© 13TH H EDITION O@UW I'BLUES FESTIVAL 2020 - THE BIGGEST OPEN-AIR
E; e ‘BEUES FESTIVAL IN POLAND HAS BEEN CANCELLED.

,Every-yearrattﬁﬁegmnmg of July,guwalkl becomes the capital of blues,

- — attracﬁng’heﬁ fans from Poland and abroad. Unfortunately, confronting
——._the extraordi uation and the immense threat that we all face, cancelling the Festival
seems to be the only way to stop the spread of the virus and thus minimize

any risk of getting infected.

The organizers are responsible for the safety of thousands of SBF fans and friends,
excellent artists, as well as employees, volunteers and representatives of services
involved in the implementation of the event.

| deeply believe that we will all meet next year, that the streets of Suwatki, commonly
called as Sunny Suwatki, will sound again with familiar tones and we will meet
and celebrate the blues festival together.

EUROPEAN Bogdan Topolski
BLUES Artistic Director of Suwatki Blues Festival

MEMBER




8-11.07.2021

~ -THECITYOF BLUES & = 7%
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14th edition
SUWALKI BLUES FESTIVAL 2021 _

« Suwatki Culture Centre has received a grant of over 354 445,63 Euro for
SBF 2021
» a special edition dedicated to our Polish and Norwegian cooperation

26 OPEN AIR BLUES CONCERTS PERFORMED BY WELL KNOWN ARTISTS FROM POLAND, NORWAY AND LITHUANIA
POLISH BLUES CHALLENGE
WORKSHOPS FOR YOUTH WITH MUSICIANS FROM POLAND AND NORWAY

BLUES SANDPIT FOR CHILDREN AND OTHER ATTRACTIONS AT THE VENUE

www.suwalkiblues.com _ f sbfest 8 suwalkiblues

Ministerstwo
Kultury
Iceland @ i Dziedzictwa

" g1 SUWALSKI

;. OSRODEK : . Narodowegoa
¥ T3 KuLTURY Liechtenstein
ratytecd kukury Miasta Sumali Norwaygrants

Suwalki Blues Festival 2021 is implemented by Suwalki municipality and Suwalki Culture Centre within the ,Suwalki
Blues Festival - a factor of social and economic development of Suwatki municipality” project and with the support granted
by Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway by means of co-financing from the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism.




THE END

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
Please join us this year

8-11 July 2021

Sources: SOK Archives, SBF Archives,
fot. Shutterstod, www.hotelloft.pl,
www.hotelvelvet.pl, www.hotel-
szyszko.pl, www.greenvelo.pl,
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http://www.hotelloft.pl/
http://www.hotelvelvet.pl/
http://www.hotel-szyszko.pl/
http://www.greenvelo.pl/

