
Focus	  on	  regional	  development	  and	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
adequacy	  of	  the	  EU	  Bal:c	  Sea	  Region	  Strategy	  
ICN	  annual	  event	  -‐	  Bal.c	  Sea	  Region	  2020	  -‐	  A	  Connected	  Region	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  

	  
G.Luks.na	  2014	  

Latvian	  Associa.on	  of	  Local	  and	  Regional	  Governments	  
	  



• Is	  there	  a	  GAP	  between	  the	  
EU	  BSR	  Strategy	  –	  EU	  BSRS	  
and	  local	  level?	  
• 	  Local	  authori:es	  role?	  

• What’s	  in	  it	  for	  us?	  	  



From  VASAB  to  the  EU  Bal1c  Sea  Region  Strategy



EUSBSR: Background 

EU	  Strategy	  for	  the	  Bal:c	  Sea	  Region	  

• First macro-regional 
strategy in	  the	  EU	  out of 
today three strategies 
• Adopted	  by	  the	  European	  
Council	  of	  October	  2009	  	  
• Long-‐term	  approach	  towards	  
the	  implementa.on	  of	  EU	  
policies	  in	  the	  Bal.c	  Sea	  region	  
• Explicitly asks for 
cooperation and 
coordination among the 
Baltic Sea States (MSs 
and non-EU MSs) 

 



EUSBSR: Background 

EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region 

• In	  Latvia	  the	  strategy	  is	  under	  
the	  lead	  of	  the	  Ministry	  of	  
Foreign	  Affairs	  -‐	  na.onal	  
contact	  point	  	  

•  	  Latvia’s	  priority	  fields	  have	  
been	  defined:	  
•  Energy	  
•  Compe..veness	  
•  Educa.on,	  research	  and	  culture	  
•  Environment	  
•  Public	  safety	  





REVISED  ACTION  PLAN  OF  EU  BSRS  
EU  BSRS  objec1ves  and  priority  areas



EUSBSR: Intervention Logic 

EUSBSR 

FUNDING 

Actions & 
Flagship 
projects 

Europe 
2020 

Strategy 

COMMON STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK for 
2014-2020: 
European Structural and Investment Funds 
(ERDF, ESF, CF, EMFF, EAFRD) 
 

SEED MONEY FACILITIES: 
Swedish Institute, IB.SH, CBSS, 
Nordic Council of Ministers 

OTHER EUROPEAN UNION FUNDS: 
Connecting Europe Facility,  
Horizon 2020, LIFE + programme,  
COSME, Erasmus +,  
new environment action programme, etc. 

OTHER INSTRUMENTS: 
e.g. International Banks, national, 
regional and local funds, private funds 
and investments, funding resources 
provided by international institutions, 
etc. 
 



EU	  BSRS	  objec:ves	  and	  priority	  areas	  
• To	  address	  common	  	  
challenges	  for	  a	  certain	  	  
geographical	  area	  and	  
maximise	  common	  assets	  
	  
The	  EUSBSR	  is	  invi.ng	  for	  more	  
effec:ve	  consump:on	  of	  exis:ng	  
funds	  to	  deal	  with	  the	  challenges	  
faced	  by	  the	  region,	  Member	  
State(s)	  and	  the	  macro-‐region	  
More	  informa:on:	  
hQp://www.bal.csea-‐region.eu/	  
hQp://www.bal.csea-‐region-‐
strategy.eu/component/edocman/5-‐
presenta.ons	  
	  
	  



EU	  BSRS	  Horizontal	  Ac:on	  „Spa:al	  Planning”	  

• VASAB	  and	  HELCOM	  are	  
Horizontal	  Ac.on	  Leaders	  
• Encouraging	  the	  use	  of	  
mari.me	  and	  land-‐based	  
spa.al	  planning	  in	  all	  
member	  states	  around	  the	  
Bal.c	  sea	  and	  develop	  a	  
common	  approach	  for	  
cross-‐border	  coopera.on	  
• Latvian	  mari.me	  spa.al	  
plan	  .ll	  2020	  according	  to	  
the	  EU	  BSRS	  
• Mari:me	  strategy	  =	  Sea	  
basin	  strategy	  by	  2020	  

	  
	  



Links  to  EUSBSR  PAs  and  HAs

Fisheries	  and	  
aquaculture	  

Educa.on	  

Environment	  protec.on,	  
climate	  change	  

Transporta.on	  

Tourism	  and	  
recrea.on	  

Coopera.on	  

PA	  Bio	  
HA	  Sustainable	  

HA	  Neighbours	  

PA	  Agri	  

PA	  Tourism	  

PA	  Transport	  
PA	  Safe	  
PA	  Secure	  
PA	  Ship	  

Energy	  

PA	  Energy	  

HA	  Educa.on	  

Spa:al	  Planning	  Spa.al	  D
ata	  



Seed money is EU funding to prepare projects that contribute to 
one of the priority areas or horizontal actions of the EU Strategy for 
the Baltic Sea Region 
 
The	  Facility	  supports	  only	  projects	  that	  are	  explicitly	  addressing	  challenges	  
listed	  in	  the	  Ac.on	  Plan	  to	  the	  EU	  Strategy	  for	  the	  Bal.c	  Sea	  Region	  
www.bal.csea-‐region-‐strategy.eu	  
	  
	  
	  



Developing  Connected  Region  though  networking  and  
coopera1on  



Pan	  -‐	  Bal.c	  coopera.on	  	  
• BSSSC	  -‐	  Baltic Sea States 
Sub regional Co-operation 	  
LALRG	  organisator	  of	  the	  
BSSSC	  Annual	  Conference,	  
October	  2014,	  Jurmala	  

	  
• UBC	  -‐	  Union	  of	  the	  Bal.c	  
Ci.es	  –	  Riga,	  Jurmala,	  Liepaja	  
etc.	  are	  members	  of	  the	  UBS	  
• UBC	  Planning	  Commission	  
and	  the	  Commission	  for	  the	  
Environment	  -‐	  organisers	  of	  
the	  seminar	  in	  Riga	  about	  
«URBAN	  STREAMS»,	  October	  
2014	  	  

	  



…

The	  Bal:c	  Sea	  Challenge	  –	  
Ci:es	  for	  a	  Healthier	  Sea	  
Partners:	  Ci.es	  of	  Helsinki,	  
Tallinn,	  Turku,	  Centrum	  
Bal.cum,	  REC	  Estonia,	  Erkas	  
Central	  Bal.c	  Interreg	  IV	  A	  
Programme	  2007	  –	  2013	  
	  
An	  ini.a.ve	  from	  Zensnstrom	  
Philantropies,	  	  Race	  for	  the	  
Bal.c	  
	  



…

The	  Bal:c	  Sea	  Challenge	  –	  
Ci:es	  for	  a	  Healthier	  Sea	  
•  improving	  the	  state	  of	  the	  
coastal	  waters	  
•  increasing	  awareness	  of	  the	  
state	  of	  the	  Bal.c	  Sea	  among	  
civil	  servants	  and	  general	  public	  
•  ac.va.ng	  other	  actors	  	  -‐	  ci.es/	  
municipali.es,	  NGOs	  and	  
schools	  	  
• promo.ng	  the	  dialog	  between	  
civil	  servants,	  poli.cians,	  
researchers	  and	  other	  actors	  

	  



Norway  Grants  project                                                                                                                                                                                                      
"Smart  governance  and  performance                                                                            
improvement  of  Latvian  municipali1es"  

• Project	  is	  supported	  by	  the	  
Norway	  Grants	  program	  
„Capacity-‐Building	  and	  
Ins.tu.onal	  Coopera.on	  
between	  Latvian	  and	  
Norwegian	  Public	  Ins.tu.ons,	  
Local	  and	  Regional	  
Authori.es”	  
• Project	  promoter:	  	  Latvian	  
Associa.on	  of	  Local	  and	  
Regional	  Governments	  	  
• Project	  partners:	  The	  
Norwegian	  Associa.on	  of	  Local	  
and	  Regional	  	  	  	  Authori.es	  -‐	  
donor	  partner	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Latvian	  
State	  Regional	  Agency	   	  	  



Norway  Grants  project  "Smart  governance  and  
performance  improvement  of  Latvian  municipali1es"  
(Par1cipants  -‐  Mayors  of  Latvian  local  governments  and  representa1ves  of  LALRG)  

• The	  objec.ve	  -‐	  to	  achieve	  
evidence	  based	  governance	  
and	  performance	  
improvement	  of	  the	  local	  
governments,	  encouraging	  
strategic	  governance	  approach	  
• The	  outcome	  -‐	  sustainable	  
benchlearning	  system	  in	  
Latvia	  	  
• The	  outputs	  -‐	  four	  coopera.on	  
and	  efficiency	  improvement	  
networks	  of	  local	  governments	  
and	  a	  bechmarking	  data	  base	  
• The	  Norwegian	  Associa.on	  of	  
Local	  and	  Regional	  Authori.es	  
is	  to	  introduce	  Norwegian	  
benchlearning	  methodology	  



Trans  in  Form  
Bal1c  Sea  Region  programme  2007  –  2013  

• Trans	  in	  Form	  -‐	  
Transforming	  rural	  regions	  
by	  launching	  scenarios,	  
new	  narra:ves	  and	  
a[rac:ve	  urban	  design	  

	  



	  

• The	  largest	  benefit	  of	  
the	  project	  
	  –	  another	  approach	  to	  
the	  development	  of	  
areas	  –	  whatever	  we	  do	  
the	  place	  must	  be	  
a[rac:ve	  and	  
fascina:ng	  

Trans  in  Form  
Bal1c  Sea  Region  programme  2007  -‐  2013





• IMPROVE	  communica:on	  	  

• INVOLVE	  local	  governments	  	  

• NETWORKING AND COOPERATION 
among the BSR local authorities for 
BSR - connected and integrated 
region 2020	  

•  	  	  



Connec1ng  Region  during  the  Latvian  presidency    

	  VI	  Annual	  Forum	  of	  the	  EU	  
Strategy	  for	  the	  Bal:c	  Sea	  
Region	  from	  15-‐16	  June,	  
2015,	  Jurmala,	  Latvia	  
under	  the	  .tle	  of	  the	  event	  
'Achieving	  E-‐quality	  by	  
Connec:ng	  Region(s)'	  
The	  forum	  will	  come	  as	  a	  
major	  gathering	  of	  regional	  
400	  –	  500	  experts,	  
stakeholders,	  government	  
and	  non-‐governmental	  
organiza.on	  representa.ves,	  
students	  and	  academics	  and	  
other	  interested	  par.es	  



Gunta.luks.na@lps.lv	  


